[bookmark: _dl9t3v25bqrz]Compare how the poets present the effects of war in ‘Bayonet Charge’ and one other poem from ‘Power and conflict’
Both ‘Bayonet Charge’ and ‘Kamikaze’, written by Hughes and Garland respectively, explore the the impact of war on soldiers who risk their lives for their country. Both poems focus on a specific conflict and the way soldiers respond to the dangers they face.

In Bayonet Charge’ Hughes considers how an individual has been influenced by the propaganda of the time - a soldier bound by a sense of honour and loyalty to king and country to join the army. Hughes focuses on an individual soldier who goes ‘over the top’ in WW1. The poem begins by describing how the soldier ‘Suddenly awoke and was running - raw in raw seamed hot khaki’. The adverb ‘suddenly’ suggests that this soldier is - almost without warning - thrust into the middle of the action. It also suggests that he obeys orders instinctively - charging straight into rifle fire and risking his own life because that is what he must do. However, the repetition of the adjective ‘raw’ suggests this soldier feels uncomfortable in his ill fitting uniform but maybe also as a soldier fighting for his country. Hughes may have wanted to show the soldier’s inexperience, enabling the reader to reflect on the way thousands of ill prepared, young soldiers both risked, and lost, their lives in trench warfare.

Similarly, in ‘Kamikaze’, Garland focuses on a Japanese kamikaze pilot in WW2 who is prepared to make the ultimate sacrifice by giving his life for his country. The poem’s title ‘Kamikaze’, coupled with the opening line ‘Her father embarked at sunrise’, suggests her father’s patriotism to his country and that he is fully focused on his suicide mission. This factual account of his preparations may suggest that this man’s decision is unclouded by emotion. The list ‘a flask of water’ ‘a samurai sword’ and ‘a shaven head full of powerful incantations’ implies his readiness to face what lies ahead. The mention of ‘samurai’ and ‘shaven head’ create a sense that the man has been influenced by the propaganda of the Japanese Empire - convinced his mission is a noble one. 


 

