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Alfred, Lord Tennyson was one of the most important poets of the Victorian period. He was the Poet Laureate (the country's official poet) from 1850 until his death in 1892. His poems range from those focused on the legend of King Arthur to those dealing with the loss of a loved one. 

The Crimean War
The Crimean War took place between 1853 and 1856, with Imperial Russia on one side and an alliance including Britain and France on the other. The poem The Charge of the Light Brigade takes as its subject the Battle of Balaclava, one of the many battles of the war.


___________________________________________________________________


The Charge of the Light Brigade
The Charge of the Light Brigade was a disastrous cavalry charge led by Lord Cardigan during the Battle of Balaclava on October 25, 1854 in the Crimean War. Cardigan drew up his plan of attack from the top of a hill – he had a great view but forgot that the soldiers in the valley below could not see what he could.  He gave the order for the cavalry to charge – straight in to a valley where they were surrounded by Russians.  They charged in to an open mile-long jaw with no protection.  The battle is best remembered as the subject of a famous poem entitled The Charge of the Light Brigade by Alfred, Lord Tennyson, whose lines "Theirs not to reason why / Theirs but to do and die" shows the courage the men had but also how tragic it was.
The British cavalry consisted of just 673 men in comparison to the Russian cavalry of 5,240 – the English were therefore outnumbered by almost 8:1.  The brigade was not completely destroyed, but did suffer terribly; of the 673 men who had charged down the valley less than two hundred returned.

