Compare how the poets present ideas about power in ‘Ozymandias’ and one other poem from ‘Power and Conflict’ 

In both ‘Ozymandias’ and ‘Storm on the Island’, the conflict between man and nature is presented. In ‘Ozymandias’, Shelley explores the immense power of a thirteenth century Egyptian king during his lifetime but also shows how this power diminishes, and eventually disappears, with the passing of time. In ‘Storm on the Island,’ the speaker describes the experience of being in a cliff-top cottage on an island off the coast of Ireland during a storm. Heaney describes the bare ground, the sea and the wind. The people in the cottage are extremely isolated and can do nothing against the powerful and violent weather.

Shelley’s poem begins by exploring an individual’s loss of power, illustrating how the statue of Ozymandias has disintegrated over time. The traveller describes ‘two vast and trunkless legs of stone’ and ‘a shattered visage’ in the desert. The adjective ‘vast’ suggests the enormity of the statue which was likely to have been commissioned by Ozymandias himself to ensure that he was never forgotten. It may also imply that Ozymandias was a powerful and arrogant ruler who wanted to show his invincibility. The adjectives ‘trunkless’ and ‘shattered’ illustrate the irony of this as the statue is now in pieces. Ozymandias’ magnificent civilisation has been reduced to two stone legs and a broken face. Shelley is perhaps trying to show that nobody is immortal - irrespective of how powerful they are in their lifetime - and that everyone will eventually be forgotten.  However, unlike Ozymandias, Heaney’s awareness of man’s place in the conflict with nature is clear.  The islanders have experienced the onslaught of violent weather many times before and the poem opens with ‘We are prepared.  We build our houses squat.’  The pronoun ‘We’ is repeated twice at the beginning of both sentences emphasising how the islanders are in this together and know what they are about to face - unlike Ozymandias who was completely oblivious.  The verb ‘prepared’ has connotations of preparations for a military campaign, with the atrocious weather being the enemy.  The islanders have even built their houses low to the ground in the hope that this will mitigate against the powerful storms that regularly attack the island.   They are fully aware of the devastation that nature can cause, unlike the powerful Pharaoh.
Context….Shelley wrote Ozymandias some three years after the ‘discovery’ and revealing of an Egyptian temple, Abu Simbel, which generated a huge interest in  ancient Egypt, often called Egypt mania. Shelley’s poem would strike a resonance with the reader who was interested in reflecting on the past power of Egypt and the growing power of the British Empire at that time. Heaney wrote his poem at the beginning of conflict in Northern Ireland, sometimes referred to as ‘the troubles’, which involved the use of guns and bombs. His use of language, usually connected, with war would strike a resonance with the reader especially in the following years as the conflict in Northern Ireland increased.
