Compare how the poets present the power of a place in ‘The Emigree’ and one other poem from ‘Power and conflict’
Both ‘The Emigree’ and ‘London’ show the powerful effect a place can have on an individual.  ‘The Emigree’ is about a woman who has left her country of birth because of war and is about the positive memories that remain with her about her homeland.  In contrast, the poem ‘London’ describes a depressing journey around the streets of London, offering a glimpse of what the speaker sees as the terrible conditions faced by the inhabitants of the city.
‘The Emigree’ begins with a metaphor which describes her city as ‘sunlight’.  ‘Sunlight’ is essential to life as it gives light and heat and may bring back pleasant memories of summer and happy days. So by comparing her city to sunlight, there is a suggestion of its life giving properties and the warm memories associated with it. This metaphor is repeated throughout the poem emphasising how she sees where she lived in a positive light.  This idea is also mirrored in the descriptions of her city’s ‘white streets’ and the slopes that ‘glow’ which again emphasise its brightness, airiness and purity that remain in her memory.  In direct contrast to this, ‘London’ begins with a depressing which is the opposite of light or life giving ‘the black’ning church appalls’. The adjective ‘black’ning’ could literally be a description of the soot coloured building which would have been commonplace at the time the poem was written; the use of the colour creating a grim and depressing image of the city.  Metaphorically, ‘black’ning’ might also be a description of a church which is corrupt or ‘black’ in the way it ignores what is happening to the poor in society, such as the chimney sweeps who die earning a living.  


