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	Timeline

	1533
	Elizabeth I was born.

	1536
	Anne Boleyn, Elizabeth's mother, was executed for treason.

	
	

	1547
	Henry VIII, Elizabeth's father, dies. Her younger brother, Edward, becomes king aged 9.

	
	

	1558
	Mary I dies. Elizabeth becomes Elizabeth I, Queen of England.


[image: ][image: ](1) Elizabeth I and her court                             Key People
Henry VIII
Elizabeth I's father. He married six times and broke away from the Catholic Church in order to divorce his first wife.
Anne Boleyn
Elizabeth I's mother. She was the second wife of Henry VIII and was executed for treason in 1536.
William Cecil
Cecil served as Secretary of State twice and as a Member of Parliament. He was Elizabeth's most trusted advisor. He played a key role in developing the Poor Laws.
Francis Walsingham
He served as Secretary of State and was one of the queen's closest advisors. He was known as Elizabeth's 'spymaster' and played a role in the trial and execution of Mary, Queen of Scots.


	Key Terms

	Inherit
	To gain possessions after someone has died.

	Treason
	An attempt to kill or overthrow the monarch or betray the country; punishable by death.

	Royal Court
	The nobles, advisors and others who surrounded the monarch.

	
Parliament
	Country's law-making body, made up of the House of Lords and the House of Commons.

	
Nobility
	Earls, dukes, lords and ladies; the most respected members of society. They were given special rights and privileges and owned most of the land.

	
Privy Council
	[bookmark: _GoBack]A monarch's private counsellors that took responsibility for the day-to-day running of the country.

	Secretary of State
	The leader of the Privy Council; a very powerful position.

	Lord Lieutenants
	Appointed by the Queen to take administrative responsibility for an area of the country.

	
Militia
	A non-professional army raised to fight for a particular cause, e.g. to defeat a rebellion or fight a war.

	Justices of the Peace
	They were selected from the gentry to ensure order was kept.

	Gentry
	High social class ranked below the nobility; they might be local JPs or hold similar office.

	Patronage
	Land, titles or power given to ensure an individual's support.


Exam Question: 
Explain what was important about the Privy Council. 
(8 marks)

Name:
                                    Key Questions

Who was Elizabeth I?
· When Elizabeth was born, no one expected her to become monarch. Her mother had been executed for treason and her elder sister, Mary I, saw her as a threat to her own rule.
· As a princess, Elizabeth had been educated and brought up within the royal household.
· When she became queen she needed to establish her authority.

Who had power in Elizabethan England?
· Privy Council: responsible for the day to day running of the country. Technically, the queen could choose who was on the Council but in reality she had to appoint the most powerful landowners to avoid rebellion. Led by the Secretary of State.
· Parliament: made up of the House of Lords and the House of Commons. Had influence over tax and was responsible for passing laws. The queen could choose when to call Parliament and was free to ignore their advice.
· Lord Lieutenants: appointed by the queen and responsible for running a particular area of the country. Responsible for raising a militia to fight for the queen if needed.
· Justices of the Peace: responsible for maintaining order and enforcing the law. They were selected from the local gentry.

What was the royal court?
· The royal court was the centre of Elizabethan power.
· It was made up of government officials, ladies-in-waiting, servants and advisors who surrounded Elizabeth.
· Elizabeth's court consisted of around 1000 people and it was the centre of political power.
· The Privy Council was a key part of the court.
· Elizabeth ensured loyalty through patronage.
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