Macbeth - Act 1
	Scene 1

Three witches plan to meet Macbeth.
	

‘Fair is foul, and foul is fair,
Hover through the fog and filthy air.’ 

	Scene 2

A messenger tells King Duncan that the rebels\a have been defeated in battle. Macbeth and Banquo are honoured for their bravery. The Thane of Cawdor, who has betrayed the king is executed. His title is given to Macbeth. 
	

C: ‘For brave Macbeth - well he deserves that name’ 



	Scene 3

Returning from battle, Macbeth and Banquo meet the witches. They predict that Macbeth will be made Thane of Cawdor, and later become King of Scotland. They also tell Banquo that his sons will be kings. Ross arrives and announces that Macbeth is now Thane of Cawdor. Macbeth starts to have ‘horrible imaginings’ about becoming king.
	M: ‘So foul and fair a day I have not seen.’ 

B: ‘Good sir, why do you start and seem to fear
Things that do sound so fair?’ 

      M: ‘This supernatural soliciting
Cannot be ill, cannot be good.’ 

M ‘If good, why do I yield to that suggestion
Whose horrid image doth unfix my hair
And make my seated heart knock at my ribs
Against the use of nature?’ 

	Scene 4

Duncan honours Macbeth and Banquo, then names his son Malcolm as the next king. Macbeth expresses his ‘black and deep desires’ to be king. Duncan plans to visit Macbeth in his castle.

	
M: ‘Stars, hide your fires,
Let not light see my black and deep desires,’
     

	Scene 5
Lady Macbeth reads a letter from Macbeth about the Witches’ prophecy. When she learns Duncan is to stay in their castle, she asks the spirits to fill her with ‘cruelty’. When Macbeth arrives she tells him of her plan to murder the king.  
	LM: 'yet do I fear thy nature,
It is too full o' the milk of human kindness
To catch the nearest way.’  

LM: ‘Hie thee hither,
That I may pour my spirits in thine ear’ 

LM: ‘Come, you spirits
That tend on mortal thoughts, unsex me here’ 

LM: ‘look like the innocent flower, 
But be the serpent under't.’  

	Scene 6
King Duncan arrives at Macbeth’s castle. Lady Macbeth greets him warmly. The king shows his trust in his hosts.
	

	Scene 7

	M: If it were done when 'tis done, then 'twere well 
     It were done quickly’
M: ‘If we should fail?’ 


Act 2

	Scene 1
Macbeth hallucinates about seeing a blood-stained dagger pointing the way to Duncan’s bedroom. His mind is filled with images of horror.

	
M: ‘Is this a dagger which I see before me, 
The handle toward my hand?’


	Scene 2
Macbeth is shocked and frightened after killing Duncan. Lady Macbeth returns the daggers to the scene of the murder to frame the guards by covering them with Duncan’s blood. They return to bed in order to appear innocent.

	
M: ‘Methought I heard a voice cry 'Sleep no more!
Macbeth does murder sleep', the innocent sleep’ 

LM: ‘You do unbend your noble strength, to think
So brainsickly of things. Go get some water,
And wash this filthy witness from your hand.’ 

M: ‘I am afraid to think what I have done;
Look on't again I dare not.’


	Scene 3
Macduff finds the murdered king’s body and raises the alarm. Macbeth kills the king’s guards in a false show of rage. Lady Macbeth faints. Duncan’s sons, Malcolm and Donaldbain, fear for their lives and escape to England and Ireland respectively.
 
	

	Scene 4
A Scottish nobleman, Ross, discusses recent unnatural events with an old man. Macduff tells them that Macbeth has been made king, but says he will not attend the coronation.

	



Act 3


	Scene 1
Banquo suspects that Macbeth murdered Duncan. Macbeth invites Banquo to his feast as guest of honour. Remembering the Witches’ prophecy that Banquo’s sons will be kings, Macbeth meets with two hired murderers and persuades them to kill Banquo and Banquo’s son, Fleance. 
	
M: ‘To be thus is nothing;
But to be safely thus.--Our fears in Banquo
Stick deep;’ 

M: ‘For Banquo's issue have I filed my mind;
For them the gracious Duncan have I murder'd;’ 


	Scene 2
Macbeth shares with Lady Macbeth his feelings of guilt and fear at the deeds he has done and what he know is going to happen to Banquo. 
	M: ‘We have scotch'd the snake, not kill'd it:
She'll close and be herself,’ 

M: ‘O, full of scorpions is my mind, dear wife!
Thou know'st that Banquo, and his Fleance, lives.’ 

LM: ‘What's to be done? 
M:Be innocent of the knowledge, dearest chuck,’ 

	Scene 3
Three murderers kill Banquo while he is hunting but Fleance escapes.
	

	Scene 4
Macbeth is troubled by the news of Fleance’s escape. He sees the ghost of Banquo sitting at the table during the feast. The guests are startled by Macbeth’s strange and violent behaviour but Lady Macbeth reassures them that he is fine. When the guests have left, Macbeth vows to kill all who oppose him, starting with Macduff. He decides to visit the witches again to find out his fate.
	M: ‘Then comes my fit again: I had else been perfect,
Whole as the marble, founded as the rock,’

M: But now I am cabin'd, cribb'd, confined, bound in
To saucy doubts and fears. But Banquo's safe?’ 

M: ‘Thou canst not say I did it: never shake
Thy gory locks at me.’ 

LM: ‘Are you a man?’ 

	Scene 5
The goddess of witchcraft is angry with the witches for what they have said to Macbeth. She promises to use magic to bring about his downfall. 
	

	Scene 6
Lennox, one of the scottish lords, reveals that Malcolm - in exile in England - and Macduff plan to join forces to overthrow Macbeth.
	



Act 4

	Scene 1
Macbeth confronts the witches and demands that they answer his questions. They tell him to fear Macduff but that nobody ‘born of woman’ can harm him; he will remain king until Birnam Wood comes to Dunsinane (where his castle is). Macbeth is appalled when he is shown the vision of Banquo’s descendants as kings. Macbeth discovers that Macduff has fled Scotland. He orders the killing of Macduff’s whole family.
   
	M: ‘How now, you secret, black, and midnight hags!’ 

M; ‘Then live, Macduff: what need I fear of thee?
But yet I'll make assurance double sure,
And take a bond of fate: thou shalt not live;’ 

M: Thou art too like the spirit of Banquo: down!
Thy crown does sear mine eyeballs.’


	Scene 2
Ross visits Lady Macduff. After he leaves, Lady Macduff and her children are murdered by Macbeth’s men. 
	

	Scene 3
In exile in England, Malcolm is at first suspicious of Macduff but after testing him is convinced of Macduff’s loyalty. He pledges to be  a good king and says that the English will send an army to defeat Macbeth. Ross arrives and informs Macduff of the murder of his wife and children. Malcolm is appalled at Macbeth’s cruelty. Overcome with grief, Macduff vows to kill Macbeth himself. 
	MACD: ‘each new morn
New widows howl, new orphans cry, new sorrows
Strike heaven on the face,’
 
MAL: ‘This tyrant, whose sole name blisters our tongues,Was once thought honest:’

MACD: Bring thou this fiend of Scotland and myself;
Within my sword's length set him;’ 






Act 5

	Scene 1
Lady Macbeth is very ill. Sleepwalking and talking in her sleep, she sees visions of blood on her hands. The Doctor and her gentlewoman realise, through the things she says, that she is guilty of Duncan’s murder, but they are unable to help with her troubled behaviour. 

	LM: ‘What, will these hands ne'er be clean?’ 

LM:Out, damned spot! out, I say!--One: two: why, then, 'tis time to do't.--Hell is murky!--

LM:Here's the smell of the blood still: all the
perfumes of Arabia will not sweeten this little hand. Oh, oh, oh!

	Scene 2
The English army has marched on Scotland.  Macbeth has defended his castle at Dunsinane and is prepared for a siege, even though men are deserting him. 
	ANGUS:
Those he commands move only in command,
Nothing in love. Now does he feel his title
Hang loose about him, like a giant’s robe
Upon a dwarfish thief.

	Scene 3
Macbeth is furious that Malcolm is approaching. He is told that Lady Macbeth cannot be cured.

	LM:  ‘What's done cannot be undone. 

M: ‘I'll fight till from my bones my flesh be hack'd. Give me my armour.’ 

	Scene 4
Malcolm hears of many deserters from Macbeth’s army. He orders his army to cut down the boughs of the trees from Birnam Wood and use them as camouflage when marching to Dunsinane.

	

	Scene 5
Macbeth hears a scream and is informed that his wife has died. Macbeth receives the news that Birnam Wood is coming to Dunsinane just as the witches predicted.. 
	M: Out, out, brief candle!

M: and now a wood
Comes toward Dunsinane.—Arm, arm, and out!—
If this which he avouches does appear,
There is nor flying hence nor tarrying here.
I 'gin to be aweary of the sun,
And wish th' estate o' th' world were now undone.—

	Scene 6 and 7
The battle begins and Macbeth fights fearlessly, killing many just as he did in the battle before the play begins. Although Macbeth’s army is losing, nobody seems able to kill Macbeth.
 
	M: ‘They have tied me to a stake; I cannot fly,
But, bear-like, I must fight the course.’


	Scene 8
Finally, Macbeth meets Macduff face to face in battle. They fight and Macduff reveals that he is not ‘of woman born’. On hearing this, Macbeth’s courage deserts him. He is killed by Macduff.  
	M: ‘I will not yield,
To kiss the ground before young Malcolm's feet’ 

M: ‘Yet I will try the last. Before my body
I throw my warlike shield.’

	Scene 9

Macduff produces the head of Macbeth for Malcolm and hails him as the new king of Scotland. Malcolm invites all to attend his coronation.
	MACD: Hail, king! for so thou art: behold, where stands The usurper's cursed head: the time is free:’

MAL: ‘this dead butcher and his fiend-like queen,’




