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(11) The Legacy of the British Empire c.1945 - 1982

Exam questions:
1. Have social factors been the main reason for people migrating to and from Britain? (16 marks + 4 marks SPaG.)

2. Explain the significance of the Empire Windrush for Britain. (8 marks)
Key questions
What was the impact of Windrush and Caribbean migration?
· Some immigrants found good jobs, but many, despite their qualifications, ended up working in low paid jobs due to racism. Slogans such as KBW were common and signs like ‘No Irish, No Blacks, No Dogs’ were used to restrict access to housing. This is called the colour bar.
· More and more migrants came to Britain: in the 1940s, there were around 500-700 per year, by 1960 there were 20,000. Many settled in industrial areas, but the majority were in London.
· Violence broke out in areas where large numbers of West Indians lived; the Notting Hill Carnival was started as a gesture of defiance. 
· A boycott was carried out in Bristol in the 1960s when a bus company refused to hire black people.
· Even today, there is discrimination and prejudice against black British citizens.
What was the significance of the Falklands War?
· In 1982, the Argentine leader General Galtieri tried to regain popularity by taking the Falkland Islands from Britain, invading with 12,000 troops.
· Britain reacted by sending a task force of 100 ships and 28,000 troops to regain the Falklands, with Margaret Thatcher receiving universal support for the action.
· 750 Argentine and 255 British troops were killed, and the war cost Britain six ships, 34 aircraft and £2.5 billion. However, it boosted Thatcher’s popularity and she won re-election.
· The relationship between Britain and America was strengthened – Reagan offered to loan Britain a US warship if a British aircraft carrier was sunk – starting a ‘special relationship’ between the two countries that still exists today.
· It boosted patriotic feeling in Britain as well as increased international respect for Britain, which had faded after the Suez Crisis.
Why did Asians living in Africa migrate to Britain?
· There was a high proportion of Indians living in Africa, particularly in the Kenyan capital Nairobi. When the African countries gained independence, Asians were seen as holding Africans back and they consequently faced discriminatory restrictions.
· Many Kenyan Asians had kept their British passports, with increasing numbers migrating to Britain from 1965-68: 31,000 in total. This led to the passing of the 1968 Immigration Act to prevent further migration due to a fear of ‘overcrowding’; the patrial restriction acted against Kenyan Asians as only people with a British parent or grandparent could migrate.
· In 1971, Idi Amin took over Uganda and began removing any opposition. He was a ruthless dictator and killed many Ugandans. In August 1972, he said that all Asians with no Ugandan passport would be expelled in 90 days. These migrants had nowhere else to go, so, even though they were not patrials, they were allowed to use their British passports to migrate. 29,000 Ugandan Asians came to Britain in 1972.

Timeline
1945
End of World War II
1948
British Nationality Act passed. Empire Windrush arrives in London on 22nd June.
1958
Notting Hill and Nottingham Riots
1962
Immigration Act passed, saying any black or Asian migrant must have a job lined up.
1968
Immigration Act passed, banning Kenyan Asians from entering Britain, though white Kenyans could. Enoch Powell makes his ‘Rivers of Blood speech’.
1971
Immigration Act passed, making it possible to exclude people from Britain who were not patrials.
1972
Idi Amin expels Ugandan Asians, leading to 29,000 coming to Britain despite not being patrials.
1982
Falklands War








Key terms
Commonwealth
Political association made up of former colonies of the British Empire, co-operating on matters that concern them, especially with regard to economics and trade.
Colour bar
Term referring to the racist attitudes preventing black migrants from finding housing or work.
Asylum
Protection given to political refugees.
Patrial
Someone with a British parent or grandparent.
KBW
Keep Britain White: racist slogan used in Britain.
Task force
Part of a country’s armed forces given a specific task.
Exclusion zone
Area into which entry is forbidden, especially by the armed forces.



















                                Key figures
Claudia Jones
Equal rights campaigner. She was deported from America and gained asylum in the UK. She founded the first black British weekly newspaper and the Notting Hill Carnival.
Enoch Powell
Conservative MP who wanted to repatriate (send back) non-white Commonwealth immigrants. He made a speech about how immigration would lead to violence and was sacked, but 75% of British people supported him.
Idi Amin
A Ugandan general who led a military coup and made himself President. He expelled all Asians who were not Ugandan passport holders and ordered the deaths of many Ugandans.





Key Themes
War and Violence
Many people fled to Britain because of violence in their own countries. For example, violence between Cyprus and Turkey led to over 70,000 Cypriots coming to Britain. By 1950, around 100,000 Ukrainians, Latvians, Lithuanians, Estonians and Yugoslavs fled Soviet rule.
Migration also triggered violence, such as the riots in Notting Hill and Nottingham, where white youths attacked black youths.
Religion
Often triggered violence, for example the Partition of India led to Muslims, Hindus and Sikhs migrating to avoid violence. Anti-Semitism in Germany and Eastern Europe led to 200,000 Jewish people settling in Britain in the 1930s.
Economic
Many people came to Britain for a better life, such as the Windrush and Caribbean migrants. There was also a lot of migration from Ireland in the 1950s and 1960s to escape poverty.
Political
The British government encouraged migration after the war, needing to fill shortage jobs. The British Nationality Act entitled anyone in a British colony to a British passport, meaning they could live and work in Britain. However, as time went on, the attitude changed and the government passed anti-immigration laws. 
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