[image: ]Knowledge Organiser: Migration, Empires and the people, 793 - present
 (8) Expansion in Africa, 1860 - 1902Timeline
1869
Suez Canal opens
1879
Zulu War 
1867-81
First Boer War
1882
Britain takes over Egypt
1884
Berlin Conference
1899-1902
Second Boer War

Exam question:
1. Explain the significance of Cecil Rhodes for the development of the British Empire in Africa. (8 marks)
2. Have economic factors been the main reason for people migrating to and from Britain? (16 marks + 4 marks SPaG.)
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Economic resources
Africa contained natural resources that the European countries wanted to exploit.
The Suez Canal allowed easier transport to India.
Individuals
Individuals such as Cecil Rhodes played a significant role in developing empire in Africa. Benjamin Disraeli organized the purchase of the Suez Canal.
Religion 
Missionaries wanted to travel to the ‘dark continent’ to spread Christianity. They constructed schools and hospitals and preached the benefits of Christianity. 
Society
The Boer War led to social changes in Britain, such as the introduction of free school meals, medical checks in schools, unemployment benefit and job centres. 
War & Conflict
Britain used violent methods to take over, such as the Boer War and the Zulu War. Britain did not win these wars as easily as they had thought they would. They used violent methods to force surrender.
Key People
Cecil Rhodes
Made a fortune in gold and diamond mines in Cape Colony. Set up the De Beers Company in 1888, which controlled most of the gold and diamond mines in South Africa. Tried to replace Paul Kruger by force, triggering the Second Boer War. 
He is regarded positively by some, as he built universities and established scholarships; however, others object to his statues as he also passed laws that forced black people from their land, made it harder for them to vote and increased taxes on their homes.
Paul Kruger
Leader of the Boers. Refused to give Rhodes permission to mine and political rights to British workers.
Benjamin Disraeli
British prime minister. Organised purchase of Suez Canal with a loan of £4 million from Lionel de Rothschild.

Key Questions
What was the Scramble for Africa?
· Explorers and missionaries brought stories of wealth in Africa, leading to European powers wanting to take it over.
· In 1870, only 10% of Africa was under European control; this was over 90% by 1900. France and Belgium colonized much of the west, Germany and Britain were interested in the east and the south.
· In 1884, the European powers met at Berlin and divided the continent between them; African race, culture and traditions were ignored.
· Britain controlled 32% of Africa by 1900, including Sudan, Nigeria and Rhodesia.
· European armies had a technological advantage over Africa, using the Maxim gun. After they had been defeated, many Africans suffered hardship and were used as cheap labour.
Why did Britain get involved in Egypt?
· The Suez Canal was constructed between the Mediterranean and the Red Sea, allowing easier passage to India. Though Britain did not pay for its construction, within a few years 80% of ships using the canal were British, so the British government bought a controlling share in the canal from Egypt when they were in financial difficulties.
· When Egypt was again struggling for money, Britain and France gave them money in exchange for control over trade and infrastructure. In 1882, Egypt rebelled against this interference, so Britain bombed Alexandria after British people were killed in a riot.
· Britain sent 31,000 soldiers from Britain and India to take over Egypt. This meant they were also in charge of Sudan, which Egypt controlled. A religious leader, the Madhi, led an uprising in 1884, but by 1899 Sudan was completely under British control.
What happened in the Boer War?
· [bookmark: _GoBack]In 1806, the British invaded and took over Cape Colony, forcing the Boers north. However, in 1867, diamonds were found in the new Boer states, so Britain tried to force the Boers to unite. The British were defeated in 1881.
· When gold was found in 1886 in the Boer states, thousands of British workers flooded the area, but Kruger refused them political rights. Rhodes tried to overthrow Kruger, but failed. In 1899, another war broke out.
· The Boers were well equipped and knew the terrain, using guerilla warfare against the British. However, the British fought back, introducing concentration camps and a scorched earth policy.
· In 1902, the Boers surrendered and their states became British colonies, though the Boers were still allowed to make decisions. In 1910, they joined Cape Colony and Natal and became the Union of South Africa.
· 6,000 British soldiers died in battle, 16,000 of disease or wounds. 7,000 Boer soldiers and 28,000 civilians died. It also led Britain to improve support for poorer people as over a third of British volunteer soldiers were classed as ‘unfit for duty’!

Key Terms
Imperialism
Policy of extending a country’s influence and power, usually through colonisation or force.
Social Darwinism
Belief that it was right for stronger countries take over weaker; justification for imperialism.
Boer
Descendants of Dutch colonists living in South Africa. Means ‘farmer’.
Scorched earth
Policy of burning farms, killing livestock, destroying crops and poisoning wells, used by British against Boers.
Concentration camp
Camps set up by the British to imprison captured Boer men, women and children. 116,000 were imprisoned, 28,000 (mainly children) died of disease.
Dominion status
Status whereby a colony was able to run its own affairs.
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