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(1) Invasion (793 – 1066)

Key questions
Why did the Vikings invade Britain?
· First, the Vikings came for the wealth of England: Anglo-Saxon England was famed for its gold, manuscripts and jewellery.
· Later, the Vikings came to settle and farm, as the land in England was fertile whereas Denmark was too sandy and Norway was too hilly.
· Younger sons came to settle in England because in Viking culture the eldest sons inherited everything; if they wanted land, they had to leave.
· Revenge was also a factor: the Great Heathen Army allegedly came to conquer England after a Viking leader, Ragnar Lodbrok, was killed. After the St. Brice’s Day Massacre, Sweyn Forkbeard began a decade of raids to avenge his sister’s death and take control.
What was ‘Great’ about King Alfred of Wessex?
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Very educated by 9th century standards. He translated books from Latin into English and encouraged young noblemen to learn to read and write English, making the language more valued.
· Rewrote many laws and made England peaceful, which continued through the reigns of his descendants.
· Built burhs (fortresses) to protect England from future invasions, as well as fortifying existing Roman sites.
· Other kingdoms acknowledged Alfred as ‘overlord’; the Anglo-Saxons began to call themselves Angelcynn (English).
How did Cnut’s North Sea Empire impact England?
· Cnut initially executed any Anglo-Saxons he deemed a threat, but left trustworthy and loyal Anglo-Saxons in important positions.
· Cnut viewed England as his main domain, rather than a Danish colony, which strengthened its position.
· He reintroduced laws from the time of Edgar the Peaceful, Alfred’s great-grandson.
· He established good relationships with the Church, visiting Rome in 1027 and negotiated reduced payments for English travellers to Rome.
· His sons inherited England after his death: Harold Harefoot and Harthacnut were universally hated and their reigns did not last long.
· After their deaths, Emma’s son with Aethelred the Unready, Edward the Confessor, became king.

Key figures
Alfred the Great
Fought a series of battles against the Danes, preventing the total conquest of England. Introduced law codes, set up schools, built burhs for defence and united the English. 
Guthrum
King of the Danish Vikings in the Danelaw. A leader of the Great Heathen Army. Defeated by Alfred the Great and became Christian in exchange for ruling the Danelaw.
Aethelred the Unready
‘Ill-advised’ king who paid the Danes to go away. Secured a strategic marriage to Emma of Normandy. Massacred the Danes in the St. Brice’s Day Massacre and forced to flee to Normandy.
Emma of Normandy
Married Aethelred to create an alliance that would stop the Vikings using Normandy as a base. Later married Cnut to cement his control of England. Had two sons who became kings: Harthacnut and Edward the Confessor.
Sweyn Forkbeard
King of Denmark and briefly king of England. His sister was murdered in the St. Brice’s Day Massacre so he invaded England. He was succeeded by his son Cnut.
Cnut the Great
Made agreement with Edmund Ironside that one would inherit England on the death of the other. Organised England; worked with powerful Saxons; had good relations with Rome; established the North Sea Empire: England (1016), Denmark (1018) and Norway (1028).

Timeline
793
The Vikings raid the monastery at Lindisfarne; this is the start of their conquest of England.
865
The Great Heathen Army arrives to conquer England.
878
Alfred the Great defeats Viking king Guthrum at the Battle of Edington.
978
Aethelred the Unready becomes king.
1002
St. Brice’s Day Massacre; a trigger for the invasions of Sweyn Forkbeard, leading to him becoming king in 1013.
1016
Cnut the Great takes over England, founding the North Sea Empire.


























Key terms
empire
A group of states or countries ruled over by one monarch.
Danelaw
The area of land ruled over by the Vikings in England.
Danegeld
Money paid by the English to make the Vikings go away.








Key Themes
Violence
Vikings attacked England repeatedly. Kingship decided by war. A massacre led to 10 years of raids.
Wealth & Land
The Vikings raided Lindisfarne for gold and manuscripts. They also carried off people as slaves to work as thralls on their farms. They settled to farm.
Identity
Alfred set the foundations for a united England, and Cnut established an empire in which Saxon lords were as important as the Danes.
Language
The Vikings impacted modern English, e.g. place name suffixes as well as days of the week. Alfred encouraged young nobles to read and write English.
Empire
Cnut established a peaceful empire that lasted 20 years; he sent his war fleets home and trade prospered.
Law
Both Alfred the Great and Cnut the Great introduced new law codes that made England more peaceful than before.





Exam questions:
1. Explain the significance of the Viking invasions of England. (8 marks)
2. Explain the significance of Alfred the Great for the development of English identity. (8 marks)
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