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Mohandas Gandhi
Campaigner for independence in India. Instigated non-violent resistance, but ended initial campaigns after violence was used. He began campaigning again in 1930 with the famous Salt March in protest against British taxation. 
President Nasser
President of Egypt who nationalised the Suez Canal.
Kwame Nkrumah
Became Prime Minister of Ghana. Dealt harshly with opponents after election. The police seized control of Ghana in 1966 and Nkrumah fled to Romania.
Jomo Kenyatta
Prime Minister of Kenya (1963) and later President (1964). Dealt harshly with opposition and banned opposition parties.

Timeline
1947
India becomes independent.
1956
The Suez Crisis. Egypt’s President Nasser nationalizes the Suez Canal. Britain, France and Israel invaded Egypt, but the USA and the UN condemned the invasion, Britain was humiliated and had to withdraw. The Prime Minister resigned.
1956
Ghana (formerly the Gold Coast) becomes independent.
1963
Kenya becomes independent.

                                Key Terms
Nationalistic
Having pride in one’s country and traditions.
Partition
The division of India and Pakistan upon independence.
Indian National Congress
Organisation dedicated to Indian independence.
Muslim League
Muslim group campaigning for independence in India.
NCBWA
Organisation created by educated West Africans to campaign for independence.
KAU
Organisation dedicated to independence in Kenya.
Suez Crisis
Attempt by Britain to regain Suez Canal; left them humiliated and willing to allow colonies independence if they were stable.

Key questions
How did the British lose their empire?
· WWI was expensive and Britain lost much of its wealth. Furthermore, countries had become more self-reliant during the war.
· WWII bankrupted Britain, its trade focus changed and the USA and the USSR rose to become superpowers instead of Britain.
· Colonies began demanding independence and Britain did not have the strength or wealth to hold on to them. The Suez Crisis highlighted this.
· British style education systems meant people in the colonies learned about democracy and wanted it for themselves. They had also been fighting for freedom and wanted to be free. They also became more nationalistic.
What happened in India?
· In 1885, the Indian National Congress was founded, but ignored by the British.
· In 1919, Britain allowed Indians more say after their contribution to WWI, but the British government still controlled much of India.
· Mohandas Gandhi led the independence movement from 1920s, leading non-violent protest.
· In 1935, the Government of India Act gave India control over everything but the army, but it still had a viceroy.
· Muslims in India founded the Muslim League to demand independence.
· In 1947, India was partitioned into India and Pakistan and given independence. 7 million Muslims fled to Pakistan, 7 million Hindus and Sikhs to India, and violence occurred.
What happened in Africa?
The Gold Coast (Ghana)
· West Africans created the National Congress of British West Africa to demand independence, but were ignored.
· Gold Coast independence leader Kwame Nkrumah was imprisoned, but won a 1951 election despite this, so was let out and became Prime Minister.
· In 1956, he was re-elected, Britain left; independence was gained in 1957.
Kenya
· In Kenya, the Kenya African Union campaigned for independence, and the Mau Mau rebelled against the British, attacking white settlers. The Mau Mau Rebellion lasted 8 years, giving the British the excuse to imprison independence campaigners, including KAU leader Jomo Kenyatta.
· In 1963, Jomo Kenyatta became prime minister and Kenya was independent.

Exam questions:
1. Explain the significance of the Suez Crisis. (8 marks)
2. Has violence been the main factor in the development of empires since medieval times? (16 + 4 marks)
Name:
Key Themes
War and conflict
The World Wars led to Britain losing much of its wealth and therefore its ability to keep hold of its empire. It also made countries who had sent soldiers to fight more unhappy with their occupation; they had fought to defend freedom and democracy, but didn’t have it for themselves.
Government
Government actions and decisions, such as the response to the nationalisation of the Suez Canal, led to Britain becoming weaker. When Britain was condemned by the UN and the USA, it showed them that they could not use war to preserve their interests if the rest of the world disapproved. This meant that they became more willing to give independence to stable colonies in order to maintain a good relationship with these countries in the future.
Ideas
Ideas such as democracy and nationalism led to increased campaigns for independence. People became proud again of their culture; they wanted to revive their traditions, but could only do so if Britain left.
Some critics also noted that Britain was more willing to give self-rule to countries with more white settlers, such as Canada and Australia, than non-white colonies like India and Africa.
Individuals
Effective leaders (see below) led the campaigns for independence, changing the perception of empire.
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