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(4) Sugar and the Caribbean (1496 - 1833)

Key figures
John Cabot
Landed in what is now Canada, but found no riches and returned home. His voyage marks the start of the British Empire.
John Hawkins
English naval commander, merchant, slaver, privateer and pirate who built up the Royal Navy. He is known as the ‘Father of the Slave Trade’.
Elizabeth I
Business partner of John Hawkins and gave him a ship to use for slave trading.
Charles II
Partner in the Royal African Company, a slave trading company that transported 60,000 slaves between 1680 and 1688.
William Wilberforce & Olaudah Equiano
Abolitionists who campaigned for an end to the slave trade.

Key questions
Why did Tudors and Stuart explorers look west?
· Improvements in technology meant longer journeys were possible and also safer.
· Competition with Spain and Portugal led English monarchs to want their own empires when their rivals began carving out empires in South America.
· Religious tension between Spain and England led to each country’s monarch wanting to gain more land and increase their power base.
· England failed to find its own gold, so stole it from Spanish ships: an estimated 10 – 15% of Spain’s treasure ships were successfully captured.
Why was piracy replaced by plantations?
· More British settlers were willing to move to the New World to farm and make money through the production of cash crops, which were exported for profit.
· Money generated by trade would help pay for the development of the British Empire elsewhere, and colonies provided a market for goods from across the Empire.
· As wealth increased, fewer privateers gained licences because there was less need to steal. By the 1720s, piracy was rare, and pirates were chased out of formerly safe harbours such as Nassau in the Bahamas.
· Indentured servants were replaced by slaves, who were cheaper and whose children also became slaves, leading to an increase in the workforce.
How did the slave trade impact Britain?
· Wealth: an estimated 6 million Africans were taken to slavery across the Atlantic, making tens of millions of pounds for slave traders. Traders could earn up to 800% profit on their investment. Demand for cash crops grew with the Empire, leading to even further wealth. The slave trade industry made £60 million between 1761 and 1808, making Britain one of the wealthiest and most powerful nations in the world.
· Employment: shipbuilders, ship owners, bankers, investors and importers benefited directly. Others benefited indirectly, such as dock workers, cotton workers who turned cotton into fabric, shop owners… 
· Towns and ports on the west coast, such as Liverpool, Bristol and Glasgow, developed into cities. Many of their buildings were built on the profits from slavery. A large number of MPs and Liverpool’s mayors were slave traders.
· Social change: by the late 1700s, abolitionists began campaigning for an end to the slave trade, leading to acts against slavery being passed in 1807 and 1833.

Timeline
1492
Christopher Columbus ‘discovers’ America.
1496
Henry VII commissions John Cabot to find new lands.
1619
African slaves begin to replace indentured servants.
1625
Plantations set up in Barbados, becoming the largest slave colony by 1655.
1807
British parliament abolishes the slave trade, so it is illegal to buy and sell slaves.
1833
Slave ownership is banned throughout the British Empire.
























Key Themes
Government
Competition with Spain led to Henry VII commissioning Cabot’s voyage. Spain went on to develop a powerful empire in South America; Elizabeth I sent out her privateers and explorers to challenge Spain’s overall control.
Economic Resources
Wealth was a key factor in the development of Caribbean colonies, which produced cash crops such as tobacco, sugar and cotton. This was sold back to England. In the trade triangle, ships would sail from England to Africa, carrying goods such as alcohol, guns and cloth. The ships would then carry slaves across to the Americas, where they were exchanged for these cash crops to be taken back to England.
Ideas
English slave traders believed they were superior and therefore entitled to enslave Africans.
Individuals
Kings commissioned explorers to travel and discover new lands. Monarchs such as Elizabeth I, Charles II and James II were beneficiaries of the slave trade.



Key Terms
Abolition
Movement to ban the slave trade.
Colonise
To send settlers to an area and establish political control over it.
Indentured servant
A person who works for free until they have paid off the cost of their passage (journey).
Plantation
An estate on which crops such as tobacco and sugar are grown.
Privateer
A licensed pirate, given permission by a monarch to attack rivals’ ships in exchange for a share.
Trade triangle
Process of trade whereby ships traded goods and people.
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Exam questions:
1. Explain the significance of the slave trade on Britain. (8 marks)
2. [bookmark: _GoBack]Explain two ways in which the Vikings and the English slave traders were similar. (8 marks)
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