[image: ]Knowledge Organiser: Migration, Empires and the People, c. 793 - presentExam questions:
1. [bookmark: _GoBack]Explain the significance of Henry II’s empire. (8 marks)
2. Has the role of individuals been the main factor in the development of empires since medieval times? (16 + 4 marks)
Name:
                                Key Terms
Baron
A leading landowner, a step below the king in the feudal system.
Feudal System
System introduced by William I that established a clear social hierarchy, with the king at the top and villeins (peasants) at the bottom.
Inheritance
Where someone gains someone else’s possessions on death.
Civil War
Conflict within a country.
Dominion
Power over the people of a region.
Crusade
A ‘holy war’: Richard I participated in the crusades to take Jerusalem.
Magna Carta
Document John was forced to sign by the barons, in which he promised to respect their rights.


[image: ][image: ][image: ](2) A Norman Kingdom and Angevin Empire (1066 - 1216)Key questions
How did the Norman Conquest change England?
· Feudal system was introduced. This was a system by which William I controlled England.
· Architecture: William built castles to help him defend his new lands, as well as monasteries, cathedrals and churches.
· Language: French became the language of power.
· Land was given to Normans: the Anglo-Saxons became second class citizens. The Harrying of the North destroyed large areas of northern England.
How did Henry II build the Angevin Empire?
· Inheritance: Anjou and Maine from his father Geoffrey, Normandy and England from his mother Matilda.
· Marriage: in 1152, he married Eleanor of Aquitaine, and he married his son to the Duchess of Brittany.
· Bought and bullied his way into controlling other areas of France.
· In 1166, Dermot of Leinster invited Henry II to help him in a war with another Irish king. The Earl of Pembroke – ‘Strongbow’ – crossed to Ireland in support of Dermot. Knights and barons saw this as an opportunity to seize land for themselves in Ireland when Dermot died in 1171. Soon, they controlled more land than the Irish. Henry II visited in 1171 and was recognised as ‘overlord’ of Ireland.
Why did John lose the Angevin Empire?
· England had been bankrupted by Richard I’s crusades, leaving John in a difficult position against Philip II of France.
· John was an unpopular king: he was blamed for the death of his nephew, had fallen out with the Church, and had raised taxes in England. As a result, his barons rebelled, forcing him to sign the Magna Carta.
· The French king, Philip II, was a very strong opponent. By contrast, John was nicknamed ‘Softsword’ because he lost so many battles.
· John was never meant to be king: he was the fifth son of Henry II and his original nickname was ‘Lackland’ as he didn’t inherit much land on his father’s death. As a result, he wasn’t prepared.

               Key People
William I
The French duke who conquered England in 1066.
Stephen and Matilda
Warring monarchs who plunged England into civil war. Agreed that Matilda’s son would inherit on Stephen’s death.
Henry II
Son of Matilda. Inherited land from his parents and built an empire in France and Ireland.
Richard I
Son of Henry II. Spent significant time crusading in the Holy Land; the Angevin Empire became harder to govern in his absence.
John
Inherited the Angevin Empire from his brother Richard I and lost it within less than twenty years.

Key Themes
Government: Relationship with France
England and France were tied together as the Duke of Normandy was also the ruler of England. This caused problems as technically the King of England was the French king’s vassal. It also led to tension when Henry II carved out the Angevin Empire, as he controlled more land than the French king.
Language
The language of power became French and remained so until the Hundred Years’ War.
Government: Ireland
Henry II’s conquest of Ireland was the basis for English sovereignty over Ireland up to the 1940s.
Economic Resources
The wealth of England was a key factor for the Norman Conquest. The development of the Angevin Empire also led to trade, as Henry II developed Dublin as an economic centre and gained wealthy areas of France.
Conflict
Conflict led to the migration of the Normans to England in 1066. It also led to the development of Henry II’s Angevin Empire and its fall under John. French king Louis also joined in when Henry II’s sons rebelled against him.
Individuals
Individuals were instrumental in all developments at this time: Henry II’s strength and ambition allowed him to create and maintain the Angevin Empire and he spent much of his reign crossing the Channel to keep control. John’s weakness contributed to the empire’s loss.

Timeline
1066
William the Conqueror defeats Harold Godwinson and becomes king of England, linking England and France.
1154
Henry II becomes king upon the death of King Stephen.
1166
Henry II begins his conquest of Ireland.
1199
John becomes king and loses the Angevin Empire by his death in 1216.
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