[image: ]Knowledge Organiser: Migration, Empires and the people, 793 - present
 (6) Migrants to, from and within Britain, c.1770 - 1960Timeline
1770
James Cook claims Australia for Britain.
1787
Start of transportation to Australia.
1846
Potato famine in Ireland increases migration.
1874
Benjamin Disraeli becomes Britain’s first Jewish prime minister.
1881
Assassination of Tsar Alexander II of Russia
1891
Jewish people expelled from Moscow.

Exam question:
1. [bookmark: _GoBack]Explain the significance of the Jewish migrations to Britain. (8 marks)
2. Explain two ways in which the Huguenot and Irish migrations to England were similar. (8 marks)

	Key People

	Benjamin Disraeli
	First Jewish prime minister of Britain.

	James Cook
	British colonist who discovered Australia.

	Michael Marks
	Jewish man who founded Marks and Spencer alongside Englishman Tom Spencer.


  Key Themes
Government
Governments drove migration through transportation and the indenture system, leading to millions migrating around the empire.
Technology
The Industrial Revolution led to internal migration as workers moved from countryside to cities. Farming machinery became more common, so fewer workers were needed. Indians also moved to Africa to build railways.
Economic resources
Some people moved for a better life. The potato famine in Ireland led to people moving to avoid starvation. 
Society
Many migrants faced poor conditions when they arrived. Often, migrants lived in the poorest areas of a city, and they were treated poorly by the British people who accused them of stealing jobs and spreading disease.
Religion
Jewish migration was fueled by anti-Semitism and pogroms in Russia. There were also religious tensions between Irish Catholic and British Protestants.

Key Questions
Why did Irish people migrate, and what was their impact?
· Many Irish people migrated to Britain from the late eighteenth century to escape extreme poverty, with many settling in port cities such as Liverpool and Glasgow. Many found work as navvies or in mills and mines. There was a surge in migration after the potato famine of 1846; over one and a half million migrated in the 1840s and 1850s, and by 1861 there were 600,000 Irish born people in Britain.
· They were often not wealthy and ended up in poor quality housing. Many British people did not like the Irish; they accused them of spreading disease, stealing jobs and crime. There was also religious tension as most of the Irish were Catholic.
· Irish settlers continued to migrate, especially in the 1930s, 50s and 60s. Tensions reduced and people intermarried; six million people today have an Irish grandparent.
· The Irish had a significant impact on infrastructure, up to 40% of British soldiers in the 1800s were Irish, and popular culture was also impacted.
Why did Jewish people migrate, and what was their impact?
· By the mid eighteenth century, Jewish people were making a significant contribution to Britain. Lionel de Rothschild was the first Jewish MP and later lent £40m for Britain to buy the Suez Canal.
· In the 1870s and 1880s, Jewish migration increased from Russia after they were wrongly blamed for the assassination of the Tsar, leading to anti-Jewish laws and pogroms. 120,000 fled to Britain.
· These refugees were very different to current Jewish Brits; they were generally poorly educated and didn’t speak English, and ended up living in poor areas for high rent. 
· They worked hard, mainly working as furniture makers, shoemakers or clothing makers in sweatshops. As a result, they gained a good reputation. Some went on to found stores like M&S and Tesco.
· Britain still has a Jewish community, particularly in cities like London, Glasgow, Manchester and Leeds, with many famous Jewish people.
How and why did British people move around and within the Empire?
· Some people were forced to migrate, such as prisoners, who were transported first to America and then Australia. 20,000 convicts were transported between 1790 and 1810. Many convicts chose to stay in Australia, becoming sheep or wheat farmers.
· Some migrated under the indenture system, for example millions of Tamils from South India who went to Sri Lanka or Malaya. Around 150,000 people moved around per decade under this system between 1841 and 1910. One significant migration was that of Indians to Britisjh African colonies: 30,000 moved to Kenya and Uganda.
· Others migrated within Britain itself: this is internal migration and was driven by the Industrial Revolution. Britain’s population rose from 10m in 1801 to 37m in 1901, and increasing urbanisation led to movement of people from the countryside to the cities. In 1750, 80% of people lived and worked in the country; by 1901, this was only 25%.

Key Terms
Forced migration
Migration of people because they have no choice.
Refugee
Someone who flees their country, usually because of violence or persecution.
Navvy
A labourer employed in the excavation and construction of a road, railway, or canal. Lots of Irish migrants became navvies.
Pogrom
A violent riot against a religious group, usually against Jewish people. Used against Jewish people in Russia.
Transportation
A type of forced migration. The term is used to refer to the movement of prisoners from one country to another to work, such as to Australia.
Aboriginal
Adjective used to describe indigenous inhabitant or group of people in a country who were there before the colonists arrived.
Chain migration
Migration where one person migrates, then others in their family follow once they have a home and a job.
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