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(5) Colonisation in America (c.1580 – 1783)

Exam questions:
1. Have religious factors been the main reason for people migrating to and from Britain? (16 marks + 4 marks SPaG.)

2. Explain the significance of the War of Independence for Britain. (8 marks)
Key questions
Why did Britons migrate to America?
· Some came for economic reasons. Unemployment was high among farmhands and labourers, and wages were low. Failed harvests led to starvation. People left Britain for a new start. Crops such as tobacco, cotton, corn and livestock were profitable. The American seas were also well-stocked with cod.
· Others came for religion. Groups such as Catholics, Puritans and Quakers had suffered persecution and wanted an opportunity to practise their religion freely. 80,000 Puritans migrated between 1630 and 1641. Emigration peaked during the English Civil War and Cromwell’s rule, when persecution was higher. Some migrated because they wanted to convert the indigenous people to Christianity.
· Some were forced to migrate, such as convicts.
What was the impact of the British colonies?
· Some people became very wealthy. British businessmen, seeing the profit to be made, invested in more voyages. 
· Port cities grew up in Britain to manage the high quantities of goods being shipped back.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Generally, the settlers did not treat the indigenous people well. Although there were intermarriages and initially relations were good, massacres took place and the settlers carried diseases to which the indigenous people did not have resistance. In 1500, there were approximately 500,000 Native Americans in British controlled territories; this had fallen to 280,000 by 1700. Now, they make up only 0.7% of the American population.
How did the loss of the colonies impact Britain?
America grew not to need Britain. The economy was doing well and the colonies had managed themselves during Britain’s wars. They resented Britain’s monopoly on trade (Navigation Acts, 1651 onwards) and high taxation (e.g. Stamp Act, 1765). When the British taxed tea, some boarded British ships in Boston and threw 342 crates of tea into the sea. Britain reacted by banning Americans from meeting; as a result they met in secret and agreed to fight back.
· The war cost Britain £80 million, 10,000 soldiers and 20,000 sailors. However, trade with America was back at pre-war levels by 1785, so the slave trade continued and Britain remained strong. Britain’s focus shifted to its other colonies.
· Britain needed a new place to send convicts; Australia replaced America with regard to this. Australia also remained a market for British goods.
· Colonies in Canada remained British until they achieved self-government in 1867. 100,000 Americans who wanted to remain controlled by Britain emigrated to Canada.
· The USA became independent, but lost 25,000 men in the war. America also built stronger links with France, who helped them in the war. However, this help weakened France and contributed to the French Revolution.

Timeline
1607
A colony is established at Jamestown with the intention of growing crops and finding gold if possible.
1620
The Pilgrim Fathers arrive in America on the Mayflower and found a religious colony called New Plymouth.
1651
The Navigation Acts establish a monopoly on trade with America: America can only trade with Britain.
1773
The Boston Tea Party. A year later, the First Congress decides to fight and the War of Independence begins.
1776
America declares itself independent from Britain.
1783
The Treaty of Paris ends the War of Independence, two years after the British defeat at Yorktown (1781).








Key terms
Constitution
Set of rules stating how a country should be run.
democracy
Government by the people, usually through election.
indigenous
The original people of a land.
monopoly
Exclusive possession of trade rights.
Navigation Acts
Laws that stated America could only trade with British ships.
republic
A country ruled by an elected body: the power lies with the people.
Stamp Act
A tax introduced in 1765 on paper for official documents.



















                                Key figures
Walter Raleigh
A sea captain for Elizabeth and James I.  Known as the ‘Father of the Colonies’ as he was sent by Elizabeth to establish colonies in 1584. One of these was Roanoke.
George Washington
The first president of the United States. He led their armies in the War of Independence.
Thomas Paine
A former government tax collector. He wrote a pamphlet called Common Sense, encouraging Americans to demand complete independence rather than just a better position in the Empire.





Key Themes
War & Violence
Initially, massacres were carried out by both the English settlers and the indigenous people. The settlers were particularly violent, destroying villages and crops. 
Later, protests against British taxation turned violent, for example five colonists were killed by British soldiers in what became known as the Boston Massacre. Independence was finally attained through conflict.
Economic resources
Settlers came to America for opportunity. Unemployment was high in Britain, so a new start was appealing. Colonies were founded to seek wealth or land for growing crops. The main conflict between America and Britain was also a result of wealth; taxation was high and seen as unfair.
Religion
The Pilgrim Fathers and many like them emigrated to America for religious reasons, so they could practise their religion freely. Religious groups who emigrated included Puritans, Quakers and Catholics.
Identity & Ideas
American colonists were independently minded; they or their ancestors had migrated for a better life and rejected traditional British ideas of aristocracy as they were self-made. They also became more independently minded after Britain ignored the colonies during the Civil War and the Seven Years’ War, meaning that they became used to managing their own affairs.
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