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                                Key Terms
East India Company
A British company set up in 1600 that had a trading monopoly in British trade in India until 1694.
Mughal
Muslim rulers of India from the early 1500; they began to lose control by the late 1600s and early 1700s.
Mutineer
Someone who rebels or refuses to follow orders.
Nabob
A wealthy person who made their money in India.
Sepoy
Indian soldiers who worked for the British
Trading station
A permanent base made up of warehouses, workshops and factories surrounded by guarded walls.
Viceroy
Someone who rules on behalf of a monarch.
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Robert Clive
Joined the EIC as an office clerk, then joined the army and became a great leader. In 1757, he defeated an Indian army at Plassey with 3,000 men against over 40,000, enabling the EIC to take over Bengal. Returned to England in 1761 and given an Irish barony, but then returned to India in 1763 and became Governor and Commander-in-Chief of the EIC.
Warren Hastings
First Governor General of India (1774-1785) and a reformer; he reorganised tax systems, tightened anti-corruption laws and wiped out gangs. He tried to preserve Indian systems and traditions. He was falsely accused of corruption by his political enemies but acquitted, and is considered to be one of the key figures in establishing India as part of the British Empire.

Key Themes
Economic resources
Britain colonised India mainly for access to its resources and also for trade. By 1900, exports to India were worth nearly £140 million.
Government
The British government took increasing control of India, establishing the India Office. It also allowed Indians an increased role in local government after the rebellion, and the lessons learned from this led to changes in policy.
Individuals
Individuals such as Clive and Hastings played a significant role in establishing British control over India.
Ideas
British people felt superior to the native people: Queen Victoria herself said the aim of the empire was to ‘protect the poor natives and advance civilisation’. Some British politicians wanted to ‘educate’ Indians to make them into what they termed ‘brown Englishmen’.
War and violence
Britain conquered large parts of India through war, and exploited the war between different princes to gain control at a time of instability. The rebellion also triggered change.
Religion
Religious reasons triggered the Indian Rebellion; the British alienated both Muslims and Hindus through the use of animal fat on cartridges.

Key questions
How and why did Britain gain control of India?
· India was rich in natural resources, including iron ore, copper, silk, gold, silver, gemstones, tea, timber and spices, so after a sea route was discovered, traders set up trade stations. The EIC set up posts in Surat (1612), Madras (1638) and Bombay (1668), and became so wealthy it had its own army.
· India was at war with itself as the Mughals were losing control. Britain offered to help Hindu princes with weapons and soldiers in exchange for land and goods.
· The EIC began to use its army against regional princes, such as at Plassey, conquering more of India, and other countries to take their trading posts.
· However, the EIC was losing money elsewhere, so the government stepped in and the Government of India Act meant that they controlled India together.
· Focus on India became greater after Britain lost its American colonies, and the British government took more control from the EIC.
Why was the Indian Rebellion so significant?
· The sepoys were unhappy as they were treated less well than the British soldiers. In 1857, when Enfield rifles with cartridges greased with animal fat were issued, some refused to use them and were arrested, leading to others revolting. Riots followed and northern India rebelled.
· The massacre of 200 women and children at Cawnpore led to the British sending 70,000 soldiers to India, and atrocities were committed.
· Peace was declared in 1858, but Britain was shocked; it had looked like they might lose. As a result, they were more careful about governing India. The EIC lost power and direct rule was established by the British government through a viceroy and the India Office.
· Britain stopped interfering in religion and allowed Indians more say by allowing them jobs in local government.  The Indian Universities Act created new universities, and a new middle class of Indian citizen learned about British technology and organisation. In India, it is seen as the first step towards independence.
How did British involvement in India affect both countries?
· Britain became wealthy: the tea trade was worth £30 million a year. Parts of India were industrialised and new industries, such as coal mining, emerged. Britain built 30,000km of railway, 130,000 bridges, 80,000km of road and 20,000km of canal all over India, improving transport.
· Britain improved health systems and introduced a vaccine programme; however, they were blamed for famines that led to many deaths as cash crops replaced food.
· Indian soldiers fought for Britain: with 1 in 3 WWI soldiers from India.
· Britain impacted the legal and education systems, bringing new ideas.
· Indian language influenced English, such as ‘shampoo’ and ‘cash’. Food and drink such as tea became fashionable; Queen Victoria had Indian dishes on all her menus.

Exam questions:
1. Explain the significance of the Indian Rebellion. (8 marks)
2. [bookmark: _GoBack]Explain two ways in which British involvement in India and North America were similar. (8 marks)
Timeline
1612
EIC sets up trading station in Surat.
1757
Battle of Plassey
1773
Government of India Act
1857
Indian Rebellion
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